Homeless or helpless? 


throwing out a homeless woman 
from the winter gardens. Apparently 
her sitting on a bench counted as 
loitering, even though on a 
neighbouring bench two clean 
looking people sat happily do ng 
exactly what s.ne had, enjoying tne 
space, only they weren't wrapped up 
in a tatte-ed blankett. 

There are instances of th'S bullying 
attitude all over the country by 
police and even certain councils who 
should be trying to offer help to 
people. Bristol council is a prime 
example of this uncar ng, unwavering 
attitude towards the homeless. They 
aim to combat the city's 'homeless 
p r oblem and reduce begging by 
teaming up with the police and 
arresting those sleeping rough on the 
streets. The council claims that these 
people aren't actually homeless and 
are trying to somehow trick the 
public into believing they are. I'm 
sorry but do they really think 
someone would happily sleep on the 
streets just to scrape a few pence 
together, when they had a warm 
house to live in somewhere. Bristol 
councillor Claire Cook has stated, 
“begging has no place in Bristol". So 
yer I suppose the best way to get 


these dirty beggars off the streets is 



to get the police to round them up 
and throw them in a cell. I'm 
guessing it saves a lot of time and 
money not trying to actually sit down 
with these people and find out the 
reasons behind why they are begging 
for money, no because then you'll 
probably have to feel obl ged to find 
homes for these people. 

Councils often state that help is 
readily available for the homeless 
and that tney will do everytning they 
can to support people. But is this 
truly the case? LCA» {London 
Coalition Against Poverty) highlight 
the rights people have if they are in 
danger o‘ becoming homeless, but 
more often than not the council will 
try to do their best to get out of it. If 
the council has reason to believe an 
individual is homeless they have to 


put them on the housing register 
irrmeciately. However, what usually 
happens is they will either refuse to 
or delay housing people. Fven if there 
is an urgent need for a person to be 
helped, like in instances of domest c 
abuse, they will try to do this by 
saying they can't help until they 
conduct a home visit.They can't help 
until you've been evicted; they wont 
help until you bring a doctor's report; 
they won't help until they see police 
evidence of violence; and they won't 
help unless you go through 
mediation. The council is breaking 
the law by doing this, but because a 
lot of people on the streets dor't 
have access to their rights, they are 
none the wiser. 

This negative attitude to the 
homeless is appalling and needs to 
be changed. How can these people 
eve r hope to get out of the rut 
they re in if state institutions like the 
police, who are supposedly there to 
help people and keep order, end up 
treating them like dirt and with 
violence or their own councils do 
their damned best to get out of 
helping them get re-established in 
life? • 



Fargate Review- 


Sheffield has many attractions and amusements to offer, but few are better than our outstanding collection of 
religious nutters. Here we review a few of the best: 


The Jesus Army 


Swlngln Scientologists 


The Stormtroopers of Gods 
Love. Refuse to confirm or 
deny rumours that they do 
actually own Holy Hand 


The hip youth come flocking Scientists have calculated if it was possible to 
from all around to get down to harness the energy of mental old bloxes who 
the swingin' sounds of tnat walk up and down Fargate telling everyone 
Scientologist Jive. Or they re go ng to go to Hell, we could meet over 

something. a third of the UK's energy needs by 2010. 
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No Nonsense. 


In this Issue: 


us nutters • Post Office 


Warning: you are 
being watched 


Due to the ID card database being 
widely opposed the government are 
trying to int r oduce it in stages. The 
first victims to have their personal 
and biomet-ic information added to 
the new national identity register 
have been non-EU nationals. 
Sheffield hosts one of the five public 
enquiry offices in the count-y where 
the information is collected for the 
database and the ID cards issued. On 
1st December twenty activists from 
Sheffield and Bradford staged a 
direct action protest outside the 
Sheffield office as part of nation 
wide activity, locking themselves to 
the doors of the ouilding and 



preventing tne immigraf on service 
'rom issuing cards. Eleven activists 
were arrested but no one was 
charged. One of the arrested 
activists later said: "We have no 
choice but to use civil disobedience 
in order to fight against an ever 
increasing surveillance state. The 
government wants to remove our 
anonymity and keep a tighter check 
on people and they won't listen 



unless we make them." This have to build a large and 

demonstration will likely be the first confrontational movement of 
of many against the register - a store opposition against the database. If 
of peoples DNA and personal we don't stop this Orwellian 

information - with many individuals surveillance we re giving ourselves 
claiming they are prepared to break up to the states excesses, and then 
the law to stop its existence: "We what?" • 


Thanks for Nothing! 


Following a lengthy period 
of consultation with the 
pubic, on November 3rd 
Post Off ce Limited have 
decided to push on with 
the r controvers al decision 
to close 15 Sheffield post 
offices. This includes post 
offices in Sil/erhill, 

Com monside .loxley. 
Wircobank, The Moor, 
Shalesmoor and Crookes. 





All 15 affected oost 
offices will shut from mfl- 
November onwards. 

This is due to these 
off ces not meeting Post 
O'fice Limited's 'national 
c'ite'ia" for what makes 
—— ; an eligible post office 
during the wide-ranging 
post office closures 
initiated by the 

crcfwupg ovtrtrof 






Post Office Closures Tempsploitation 


conthoed from front 

government. keeping these offices 
open would apparently affect the 
"viability" of other offices. This is 
unacceptable. The postal sen/ice is 
first and foremost a public institution 
which should be for the benefits of 
local residents and workers, NOT for 
orofiteenng. Closing post offices 
means depriving local residents of 
what s both an important service 
and a community centre. 

The fact that local res dents, 
especially elderly and d sabled 
members of the population will now 


nave to travel much further distances 
to use a sen/ice people should be 
able to take for granted is 
unacceptable. Offices such as 
Commooside which serve a huge 
local and student population closing 
leave people with little option but to 
go nto the city centre for what 
should be a simple local errand. 

This episode shows the oisregard 
both Post Office Limited and the 
natonal government have for local 
communities when presented with 
the option of making a quick profit. • 


Fargate poses the question 

Is N.C. the next J.C.? 


Atheists will be troubled by local 
developments in the Liberal 
Democrat party. Nic< Clegg, MP ‘or 
Sheffie d Hallam and leader of the 
Lib Dem’s, has been displaying some 
worrlngly messianic qualities. A self 
described “maverick* and "rebel* 
Clegg has been baying at 
establshment 
squares since 
his rise to 
leadership of 
the party. In the 
face of the 
recent 

economic crisis, 
for example, 

Nick wrote a 
“strongly 
worded" letter 
to Gordon 
Brown in v/hich 
he insisted that 
banks should 
only be able to 
repossess 
family homes 
“as an absolute 

last resort". You tell em Nick! If I am 
having all my worldly possessions 
stripped from under my nose 
because city bankers have been 
gambling with my savings I will take 
great comfort in the fact that they 
have really taken the time to reflect 
on the decision before I say goodbye 


to the kitchen sink. Like Jesus 
casting the money lenders out of 
the temple, Nick Clegg insists on 
responsible bark 'emureration 
procedures. But Nick Clegg is not 
only the champ on of working 
people. He also spreads his love 
amongst the mee< and poor of this 
earth. October 
saw Cleggy 
taking to the 
streets on a 
walking tour of 
"rough sleepers" 
in Sheffield. 
What great 
comfort these 
people must 
have taken to a 
wake-up call 
from this 
grinning ponce 
followed oy a 
swift 

"relocation" by 
South Yorkshire 
coppers in tow. 

Is there no limit 
to the powers of the man! We only 
hold hope here at the Fargate 
Speaker that Clegg goes whole hog 
with his JC imitation act and opts for 
a similar demise. If he fancies 
cutting to the chase I am sure we 
have a spare 2 by a and some nails 
kicking around the office ... • 


All of us have observed there’s 
such thing as recruitment agencies 
on the labour market. If we take 
a closer look a: it, it doesn't look as 
good as it seems to be. The first 
thing is you don't get a full time 
contract which means you cannot 
say i've got a job". 

At the begining you're told to wait 
for a phone call. When you finally 
get it (30 min before you have to get 
to the agency) you go to the 
' desired” workplace and you are 
treated as a "worse one" cur you 
are only temporary/agency staff. If 
you wanna go for a holiday - no 
problem, b jt don't expect the work 
p ace to wait for you back unless 
you've been there for long time. If 
the factory you work needs to just 
get rid of some staff or you get late 
all you hear is "you're a very good 
worker but there’s no more job at 
the stand you've been held" (in fact 
the next casual worker arrives to 
hold it). The agency calls you - they 
don't even say it to you themselves. 
If you're very lucky you get a 
confact after some time. Overall - 
don't expect it to be easy and quick 
way to get a job. • 
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Homeless or helpless? 


It is an unfortunate belief, for many and alcohol dependancy and/or the had been doing before the pol 
people, that homelessness is due to loss of a loved one. turned up was sleeping in a co 

people's own personal failings in life. Yet still, after all these factors, the on the floor. I don't see how tf 

For instance, a previous house mate general public tend to hold a behaviour was in anyway justil 

of mine believed that all homeless grudging and dismissive attitude because at no point had he be 

people v/ere inherently lacy and had tov/ards homelessness. This is not violent towards anyone or the 
no excuse for not having a job or only the case with those sleeping I have also seen community o 
anywhere to live. I harass a Big l« 
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many causes of home essness have rough but also to people working for friend has recounted a similar 
found that people have often the big issue. Many feel that this is situation to me where he has 

suffered family disputes, causing still begging. witnessed community officers 

them to leave home at a young age. In Sheffield 1 have witnessed 
These disputes generally involve incidences of bullying behaviour, by 
issues of domestic violence and/or the police, community officers and 
sexual abuse; also having had business owners, towards homeless 

parents v/ith drug or alcohol people. I have watched tv/o police, 

dependancy, leading to their own on horses, hounding one man 
misuse of substances. 37% ot opposite my place of work. They 

homeless people in 2007 were found cornered him Into one area, making 
to have no qualifications what so their horses rear up at him whenever 
ever, usually due to the fact that they he tried :o move away. This went on 
left home or care at a young age. for about lOmins, until several 
A study conducted by Shelter (a people waiting at a nearby bus stop, 
homeless charity) found that obviously having had enough, 

homelessness was often due to a pushed their way through the horses 
combination of reasons including and began to shout at tne police. The 
domestic abuse, inability to adjust man v/as cowering on the floor and 
after leaving prison or the army, drug clearly in a state of distress. All he 
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Letters to Fargate 






